










Lace up and join us for the 2nd annual Healing Heart Hustle 5K!  

This family-fun 5K is a meaningful remembrance run/walk for the whole community  

to come together, honor loved ones, and support the mission of Erin’s House.

Sunday, August 30 at 2:00 P.M.  |  Purdue Fort Wayne

Register Now!
Adult, youth and virtual  
registrations available at  
ErinsHouse.org/race

In-Person Participant

Adult: $40  |  Youth ages 3-18: $25

Children under 3 participate for free!

I N C LU D E S

Registratio�

Race day t-shirt

Official race timing

After-race snacks,  
snow cones and family fun

Fun Run for ages 3-8!

Virtual Participant  
registration is also  
available for those  
who’d like to join  
from afar.

$25 
Add-on a custom  
Memorial Yard Sign
to be displayed along  
the race path. These  
personalized signs honor 
your loved one, include a 
photo and tribute message,  
and are yours to take 
home after the race. Have 
a sign from last year’s 
race? We’ll include it along 
the 2026 race path!
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Join us for our 21st annual Wine for the Spirit fundraiser featuring an  
exhilarating live auction, silent auction packages, a full selection of beverages, and  
delicious tastings crafted by local chefs, all to support the mission of Erin’s House.  

Purchase individual tickets, a table of eight, or explore corporate sponsorships.

Mark Your Calendar
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 – FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026

Our silent auction will be hosted online and open to everyone!  
Bid on exciting experiences, curated gift packages, local favorites, and  
more. Register for free to get auction sneak peeks and event updates.

Reserve your seat and register for the silent auction now !
Visit ErinsHouse.org/auction. For event questions,  
email Leslie@ErinsHouse.org or call 260.423.2466.

Friday, October 2, 2026

YOU’RE INVITED

DON WOLF CONFERENCE CENTER IN DO IT BEST
Electric Works – 1626 Broadway Suite 100, Fort Wayne, IN 46802

Thanks to our Event Co-Chairs,  

Nick and Beth Talarico
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2026 Board of Directors

Please let us know if you would like to be removed  

from our mailing list. Call 260.423.2466. 

5670 YMCA Park Drive West, Fort Wayne, IN 46835 
260.423.2466 | Info@ErinsHouse.org

Administrative Office Hours:  
Monday – Friday 9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

www.ErinsHouse.org

Erin’s House provides support services for children, teens, and their families who have experienced a death.

Luke Squires – President
Nick Talarico – President Elect
Brian Ternet – VP Governance
Josey Seabolt, CPA – Secretary
Sarah Schenkel, CPA – Treasurer
Andrew Schroeder, CPA – Past President
Josh Ambrose
Justin Dunbar

Staff
Debbie Meyer – Executive Director
Leslie Augustyniak – Director of Development
Tammy Else – Lead Child Grief Specialist
Anna Freels – Marketing Specialist 
Reagan Gonzalez – Director of School Outreach
Jen Hartman – Director of Volunteers
Celestia Mai – Child Grief Specialist

Cindy Maldonado-Schaefer – Director of Operations
Emily Mock – Director of Family Services
Erick T. Baker – Director of Community Outreach, P/T
Ashley Kipfer – Donor Relations Coordinator, P/T
Kristen Burdine – Child Grief Specialist, P/T
Russ Eggeman - Building Maintenance, P/T

Natalie Eggeman
Kathy Friend
Travis Friend
Chris Gomez
Ross Haffner
Niele Ivey
Juli Johnson
Karrie Kitch

Keven Linker
Kate Miller
Mike Nutter
Alicia O’Neal
Stan Risser
Dr. Matt Runyan
Sarah Schreiber
David Shadburne

Carey Sipe
Mike Ziembo

Honorary Board 
Members:
Tracie Martin
Tom Trent

Sensory Sandbox
Each program night, participants  
have the opportunity to visit specialty 
spaces like the Sensory Room. There, 
a large sandbox features a projected 
topographic map across its surface. 
Facilitators use this visual to guide 
meaningful conversations about the 
highs and lows of grief, helping  
participants explore their feelings  
and own experiences.

Connections & Reflections
Holding onto the end of a ball of yarn, 
one participant shares something they 
learned from someone in the group, 
then tosses the ball to that person. 
Each participant continues by sharing 
what they’ve learned from another 
group member or about themselves. 
As the yarn is passed, a web begins 
to form, creating a powerful visual of 
connection.

Special Messages to Our Person
Using dissolving paper, families write a 
special message or wish they want to 
share with their person. Each message 
is gently placed in a bowl of water, and 
as the words fade away, a closing poem 
is read. This meaningful activity brings 
all families together for a final closing 
circle, marking the end of their 10-week 
journey.

A  L O O K  I N S I D E :

Program Nights in Action

Thanks to our program sponsor! 
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