








For over 29 years, just three years after Erin’s House 
first opened, Roy has been a dedicated Volunteer 
House Parent and donor. He first got involved in 
the 1990s when a coworker invited him to volunteer 
for just one evening. From that moment on, “I was 
hooked,” Roy recalled. Over the years, Erin’s House 
has become more than just a place to serve; it’s  
become Roy’s “family of choice.” With his biological 
family living in Southern Indiana, Roy says he’s  
found a deep sense of belonging among the staff, 
volunteers, and especially the children.

Roy says the impact Erin’s House has had on his  
life has been profound: “I always say I get back  
more than I give.” Whether it’s seeing a grieving 
child open up over time or receiving a surprise  
hug from a former participant at the grocery  
store, those moments remind him why he gives  
and why he continues to support Erin’s House.

Why I Give Roy Wilson
Donor and Volunteer since 1996

Results
Thank you to everyone who sponsored, attended, and supported Erin’s 
House at our 2025 Common Bond fundraiser featuring Coach Niele Ivey! 
Together, we raised $65,000 for our mission of providing support to  
children, teens, and their families who have experienced a death. Your  
generosity ensures that Erin’s House can continue offering hope, healing, 
and connection to families, always at no cost to them.

Congratulations to Debbie Hesterman for excelling as a 
Volunteer Facilitator and winning this year’s Healing Heart 
Award at the event. Through her dedication and compassion  
over 11 years of volunteering, she has made a lasting  
impact on countless young lives at Erin’s House. 

Presenting Sponsors

Supporting Sponsors 

Niele Ivey, University of Notre Dame 
Women’s Basketball Head Coach

Do it Best

Peterman Brothers

Reusser

Steel Dynamics

Read more about Roy and the impact 
he’s made as a volunteer and donor at 
Erin’s House. 

ErinsHouse.org/blog

“I wish more people knew about  
the positive impact of Erin’s House.”
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Lace up and be part of the first-ever Healing Heart Hustle 5K! This meaningful,  

family-friendly remembrance run/walk is bringing the community together to  

honor loved ones and support Erin’s House children and families who are grieving.

Sunday, September 14  |  Shoaff Park

Register Now!
In-person, virtual, and youth 
registrations available at  
ErinsHouse.org/race

In-person Participant

Adult: $35  |  Youth ages 3-18: $20

Children under 3 participate for free!

I N C LU D E S

Registration

Race day t-shirt

Official race timing

After-race snacks,  
snow cones, and family fun

Interactive Healing Heart activities  
indoors at the RiverLodge Pavilion

Virtual Participant registration  
is also available for those  
who are unable to attend  
the event, but would like  
to join from afar.

$25 
Add on a custom  
Memorial Yard Sign
to be displayed along 
the race path. These 
personalized signs honor 
your loved one, include 
a photo and tribute  
message, and are yours 
to take home after  
the race.

Whether you join us in person or participate virtually from wherever you are,  
you’ll be a part of healing with all proceeds benefiting Erin’s House. Let’s celebrate  

memories and get together for a great cause at the Healing Heart Hustle 5K.
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2025

Join us for our 20th annual Wine for the Spirit fundraiser! This event features an exhilarating live auction, silent 
auction packages, a full selection of beverages, and delicious hors d’oeuvres crafted by local chefs, all to support 

a meaningful cause. Scan the QR code to purchase individual tickets or explore corporate sponsorships. 

DON WOLF CONFERENCE CENTER IN DO IT BEST | ELECTRIC WORKS 
1626 BROADWAY SUITE 100, FORT WAYNE, IN 46802

Friday, October 3, 2025

Mark Your Calendar
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1 – FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2025

Our silent auction will be hosted online and open to everyone!  
Bid on exciting experiences, curated gift packages, local favorites, and more.  

Register for free to get auction sneak peeks and event updates. 

You’re Invited

Reserve your seat and register for the silent auction now !
Visit ErinsHouse.org/auction. For event questions,  
email Leslie@ErinsHouse.org or call 260.423.2466.
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2025 Board of Directors

Please let us know if you would like to be removed  

from our mailing list. Call 260.423.2466. 

5670 YMCA Park Drive West, Fort Wayne, IN 46835 
260.423.2466 | Info@ErinsHouse.org

Administrative Office Hours:  
Monday – Friday 9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

www.ErinsHouse.org

Erin’s House provides support services for children, teens, and their families who have experienced a death.

Andrew Schroeder, CPA – President
Luke Squires – President Elect
Edmond O’Neal – VP Governance
Josey Seabolt, CPA – Secretary
Sarah Schenkel, CPA – Treasurer
Linda Jackson – Past President
Justin Dunbar

Staff
Debbie Meyer – Executive Director
Leslie Augustyniak – Director of Development
Tammy Else – Lead Child Grief Specialist
Anna Freels – Marketing Specialist 
Jen Hartman – Director of Volunteers
Celestia Mai – Child Grief Specialist
Cindy Maldonado-Schaefer – Director of Operations
Emily Mock – Director of Family Services

Madi Wurster – School Program Coordinator
Erick T. Baker – Director of Community Outreach, P/T
Ashley Kipfer – Donor Relations Coordinator, P/T
McKenzie Leffel - Community Outreach Coordinator, P/T
Kristen Burdine – Child Grief Specialist, P/T
Russ Eggeman - Building Maintenance, P/T

Natalie Eggeman
Kathy Friend
Travis Friend
Chris Gomez
Ross Haffner
Juli Johnson
Karrie Kitch

Keven Linker
Kate Miller
Mike Nutter
Stan Risser
Dr. Matt Runyan
David Shadburne
Nick Talarico

Brian Ternet
Dr. Lesa Vartanian
Mike Ziembo

Honorary Board 
Members:
Tracie Martin
Tom Trent

Erin’s House Presents at NACG Symposium
In June, ten Erin’s House team members traveled to Kansas City, MO to attend 
this year’s National Alliance for Children’s Grief Symposium—an annual gathering 
of more than 500 professionals dedicated to supporting children and teens who 
are grieving. We’re proud to share that Erin’s House team members Madi, Emily,  
and Executive Director Debbie were selected to present. With their session,  
“Is Your Organization Thriving or Surviving?”, they led the conversation on  
how organizational changes that are ‘1% better’ can make all the difference  
in a grief center.

As one of the nation’s leading youth bereavement centers, Erin’s House was 
honored to represent our Northeast Indiana community and help set the standard 
in the field of childhood grief. Our team reflects on an inspiring week filled with 
learning, meaningful connections, and collaboration with others who share a  
passion for supporting children who are grieving.

Thank you to our 
program sponsor! 
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